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It is in giving that we receive is a saying that was played out in the lives of volunteers during fair week in Nipawin this year. 

A large number of people (approximately 55 in total) from ages 16 to 70, and from many different walks of life, worked together cooperatively to provide tasty vittles for fair goers. 

The Lions food booth was the scene, Garry Schenstead of Oasis Centre, three captains, and 51 volunteers representing Kids First, Oasis Centre (Cope, Kitchens, Oasis Board, Bike Program) Nutrition for Kids, Nipawin Kick Boxing, and Nipawin and surrounding communities made up the teams. Team players found that volunteering in a food booth at the fair could be both exhausting and energizing. For, as they gave of their time and energy, they received something in return. 

Following are some participant?s statements about the experience:

When the energies and commitments of over 55 people focus on running a food booth for three days at the Nipawin fair to raise both awareness ad money for programs in this area with such positive results, it is, personally, very rewarding. Working with these well-intentioned and capable people is such a bonus to a volunteer such as myself, said Amanda Wilmot, secretary, Nipawin Oasis.

My first impression when the Oasis co-ordinator asked if we?d be interested in taking on the Lions? food booth project was that we would never get sufficient help. We are a seven-member board with no full time paid employees and service clubs have trouble staffing theirs. I was very pleasantly surprised this was not the case. Kids First did the morning shifts, Nutrition for Kids volunteers filled in the gaps in afternoon and evening shifts and community volunteers covered all the night shifts. 

The Oasis board had volunteers from the kitchens program, Cope program, bike repair program and kick boxing group help with the afternoon shifts. 

I foresee more joint ventures with Kids First and Nutrition for Kids as we have a common client base and share a common philosophy. These groups are sharing the funds, but even more important shared the experience, said Myrtie Rempel, Oasis board. 

We would like to thank the Oasis and Kids First in including us in this joint fundraising effort that allowed our groups to become more acquainted with each other, said Diane Smith, Nutrition for Kids.

Working together to make this project become a reality was a great team-building experience. It encouraged a diverse group of people to participate in activities they had not had an opportunity to be a part of before. We appreciated everyone’s strengths and hard work. It was a great experience! said Linda Spice, Kids First program manager.

Thank you Nipawin Lions for giving Oasis the challenge of co-ordinating this project. It opened up an opportunity for us to work together with a diverse group from the community. Thanks to Jim Harder for helping. 

Thank you Garry Schenstead for making all the connections. Thank you volunteers for giving tirelessly of your time and energy to make this project a success. Your giving has made a difference in the lives of many

